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called leadership. It simply isn’t crawl-
ing into a cave and getting a candle to
light your way and heat your space. It
is building an efficient system recog-
nizing that all sources of energy ought
to be at play at this moment so that
we can truly develop an abundant en-
ergy package for ourselves and our Na-
tion’s future. Thank you Mr. President.
f

TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL
WEBSTER, UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I wish to

take this opportunity to recognize and
say farewell to an outstanding Air
Force officer and former Marine, Briga-
dier General Ernest R. Webster, upon
his retirement from the Air Force after
more than thirty-two years of commis-
sioned service. Throughout his career,
Brigadier General Webster has served
with distinction, and it is my privilege
to recognize his many accomplish-
ments and to commend him for the su-
perb service he has provided the Air
Force and our Nation.

General Webster is a native of my
home State, having been born in An-
guilla, Mississippi. He entered the
United States Marine Corps Officer
Candidate School Quantico, Virginia in
1967. After successfully qualifying as a
Marine aviator, he served as a pilot and
intelligence officer for the Naval Spe-
cial Landing Forces in the Caribbean
region. He served his nation as an avi-
ator in Southeast Asia while stationed
with the 1st Marine Air Wing in the
Republic of Vietnam. General Webster
was an aircraft maintenance officer
and test pilot at New River, North
Carolina prior to his transfer into the
United States Air Force in January
1972. After attending Maintenance Offi-
cer School at Chanute Air Force Base,
Illinois, he was assigned to Homestead
Air Force Base, Florida, where he was
chief of maintenance, flight examiner,
chief of safety, and operations officer
for the 301st Aerospace Rescue and Re-
covery Squadron.

As a major, he was assigned to
Sheppard and Little Rock Air Force
Bases for flight training where he mas-
tered the C–130 Hercules weapon sys-
tem. His next assignment was chief of
safety for the 920th Weather Recon-
naissance Group at Keesler Air Force
Base in Biloxi, Mississippi. He then
moved to March Air Force Base, Cali-
fornia, serving as deputy commander
for operations at the 303rd Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Squadron. He was
promoted to colonel in 1985.

During that same year, Colonel Web-
ster took command of the 907th Tac-
tical Airlift Group, Rickenbacker Air
National Guard Base, in Ohio. He was
promoted to deputy chief of staff for
operations, Headquarters 14th Air
Force, Dobbins Air Force Base, Head-
quarters Air Force Reserve, to serve as
assistant deputy chief of staff for oper-
ations where he played a critical role
in the call-up of thousands of Air Force
reserve members to Southwest Asia
during Operations Desert Shield/Desert
Storm. He then moved to Duke Field,

Florida, to assume command of the
919th Special Operations Wing where he
directed critical tactical operations. In
1994 he assumed command of the 403rd
Wing at Keesler Air Force Base, Mis-
sissippi. Colonel Webster was promoted
to Brigadier General in 1995.

General Webster’s accomplishments
are many. Units under his command re-
ceived the Outstanding Unit Award in
three of the five years he was in com-
mand. His ‘‘Flying Jennies’’ of the
815th Airlift Squadron accomplished
Denton Amendment humanitarian mis-
sions in Honduras, Argentina, Ecuador,
Nicaragua, Mexico, the Dominican Re-
public, Russia, and many other areas
struck by disaster. His ‘‘Hurricane
Hunters’’ of the 53rd Weather Recon-
naissance Squadron were world-famous
for providing critical hurricane infor-
mation to residents of coastal areas in
the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, Atlantic
and Pacific Oceans.

During his stellar career, General
Webster has served the United States
Marine Corps, the United States Air
Force, and our great Nation with excel-
lence and distinction. He provided ex-
emplary leadership to the best-trained,
best-equipped, and best-prepared cit-
izen-airmen force in the history of our
Nation. General Webster is a model of
leadership and is a living example of
our military’s dedication to the core
values of service before self, integrity
first, and excellence in all endeavors.

General Webster will retire from the
United States Air Force on April 3, 2000
after thirty-two years and six months
of dedicated commissioned service. On
behalf of my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle, I wish General Webster blue
skies and safe landings. Congratula-
tions on completion of an outstanding
and successful career.
f

ESTUARY PARTNERSHIP
RESTORATION ACT OF 1999

Mr. ROBB. Mr. President, I would
like to say just a few words about the
Estuary Partnership Restoration Act
of 1999, which was passed by unanimous
consent on Thursday March 30th. This
bill contains language that reauthor-
izes the Chesapeake Bay Program. The
success of the Bay program, and the
partnerships that have been estab-
lished as a result of that program, have
led to improved water quality in the
Bay, enhanced the lives of those of us
lucky enough to live in the Chesapeake
watershed, and added to the body of
scientific knowledge that we have
about estuaries, fisheries, and water-
sheds in general.

As Governor of Virginia I negotiated
the original Chesapeake Bay Agree-
ment. Last week, I had the opportunity
to see that the Senate recognizes all
the successes that have come from that
program. The fact that the Chesapeake
Bay program has enough support to be
passed by unanimous consent is grati-
fying indeed. I am also excited at the
prospect of expanding the oyster res-
toration program, which will enhance
Bay water quality in a number of ways,
and will continue to work for that ex-
pansion.

My only regret is that John Chafee,
the original architect of the Estuary
Habitat Restoration Partnership Act,
was not here with us. His leadership on
these issues was steadfast, his ability
to convince us all to take right action
remarkable. I was thinking of John
Chafee, last week, wishing he could
have joined in the happy moment that
he helped make possible. I was happy
to have the opportunity to contribute
to his legacy, and know that his work
will be with us for years to come.

f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE LIEUTEN-
ANT COLONEL, UNITED STATES
ARMY RETIRED MARGARET L.
ELLERMAN

∑ Mr. ROBB. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize and honor the late
Lieutenant Colonel Margaret L.
Ellerman, United States Army Retired.

A native of Michigan, Lieutenant
Colonel Ellerman entered the Army as
a private in 1964, after seven years of
teaching in parochial schools. Fol-
lowing attendance at basic training
and advanced individual training, she
was selected for Officer Candidate
School, from which she graduated in
1966.

Lieutenant Colonel Ellerman served
as a Finance Officer for most of her ca-
reer in a variety of command and staff
positions. In 1968, she was selected for
overseas duty in Germany, in an era
when military women were virtually
hand-picked for duty outside the
United States. Other overseas assign-
ments followed in Thailand and Tur-
key. Lieutenant Colonel Ellerman re-
ceived numerous military honors,
awards and decorations. Among these
were three awards of the Meritorious
Service Medal, the Army Commenda-
tion Medal and the Good Conduct
Medal.

While on active duty, Lieutenant
Colonel Ellerman, received her Bach-
elor of Science Degree in 1972 from
Eastern Michigan University, and her
Masters in Business Administration
from Northwest Missouri State Univer-
sity. In addition, she was a graduate of
numerous professional military finance
and resource management courses. In
1977, Lieutenant Colonel Ellerman was
a graduate of the United States Army
Command and General Staff College.

After retirement from the United
States Army in 1986, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Ellerman entered civilian employ-
ment at the Washington Metropolitan
Area Transit Authority, from which
she retired in 1998. Upon this retire-
ment, she founded her own corporation,
Partners In Success, which assisted in-
dividuals establish their own busi-
nesses.

From 1991 until her death in March
2000, Lieutenant Colonel Ellerman con-
tinued to serve her country and the
women who had, are, and will serve in
the military forces of the United
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